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Welcome to Doors Open Days 2019 in Dumfries and Galloway. The
following pages list the 35 sites taking part in this year’s festival across our
region. They range from historic churches to wildlife havens, ancient sites

to modern museums. In all cases entry is free and in the case of
museums and visitor centres normally open to the public, special events

have been planned for the weekend. Everywhere you will find enthusiastic
staff, volunteers and supporters ready to welcome you to their attraction

and share the particular story of their site.
Do check the national Doors Open Day website to view fuller details of the
properties taking part and up to date information on the special events and

activities running at many of the sites over the weekend.
We hope you have a wonderful weekend.

www.doorsopendays.org.uk
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SAT 10-5 SUN 10-4
The Devil’s Porridge will be offering free guided
tours of Eastriggs, the Commonwealth village,
which was built in 1915 to house the workers,
many of them women, from the world largest
munitions factory. Guided tour of Eastriggs
11am-12 noon both days.
The Museum is open as normal (Admission
Charges apply).

The Devil’s Porridge
Annan Road, Eastriggs DG12 6TF1

SAT & SUN 10-5
Birthplace of one of the most prolific writers
and social commentators of the 19th century. A
fine example of Scottish 18th-century
vernacular architecture. Guides on hand to tell
the story of Thomas Carlyle. Community
toilets available in village. Hotels and shop
nearby for refreshments.

Thomas Carlyle’s Birthplace Museum
High Street, Ecclefechan DG11 3DG2

SAT & SUN 11-4
This family friendly museum houses a
permanent exhibition on the history of Annan
and surrounding area. Learn about the
important, interesting and downright odd
items that have turned up all over Dumfries
and Galloway in recent years. From shining
swords to delicate brooches, here’s a world of
wonder that’s been found on your doorstep.

Annan Museum
Bank Street, Annan DG12 6AA3

SAT & SUN 10-5
Exhibition on the history of Lockerbie from its
pre-historic origins to 1988’s terrorist attack
and beyond. Guide will be on hand. Exhibition
of Lockerbie Riding of Marches.

Dryfesdale Lodge Visitors’ Centre
Dumfries Road, Lockerbie DG11 1HZ4

Annan



SAT & SUN 10-5
In this very room on the 10 May 1810 Rev.
Henry Duncan D.D. founded the first self-
sustaining Savings Bank. It triggered the birth
of a worldwide movement. Guided tours,
informal talks, displays, children’s activity
books, coin striking events, and just for DOD
we will be serving free tea/coffee and cake for
all visitors.

Ruthwell Savings Bank Museum
Ruthwell DG1 4NN5

SAT & SUN 11-4
The Cruck Cottage is the only remaining
example of a building type which was once very
common in this area. Live music and displays
by local craft people. Tea, coffee, cakes and
biscuits will be available.

Cruck Cottage
Shieldhill Road, Torthorwald, DG1 3QA6

SAT 10-5
A rugged and beautiful destination offering open
space and tranquil wildlife watching. The wild
wetland reserve at WWT Caerlaverock is an
important home to wildfowl and wetland
wildlife. Guide in the Hide volunteers will be
out on the reserve. There will be an exhibition of
artwork by Catherine Coulson in the Cathan
Coffee Shop. There are self guided craft activities
for children, pond dipping and bug hunting.

CaerlaverockWetland Centre
Caerlaverock, Dumfries DG1 4RS7

SAT & SUN 10-4
Gardens open both days - Guided tours on
Saturday only at 10am, 12 noon and 2pm
Church open both days
Church Tower tours Sunday only 11am - 3.30pm
Mostly Ghostly Tours available in Church
both days, 11am, 1pm and 3pm. Visitors are
free to explore the Church and gardens
themselves or to sign up for the guided tours
(Easterbrook Hall on the day, or 01387 702020).

Crichton Memorial Church & Gardens
Bankend Road, Dumfries DG1 4ZE8



SAT 10-5 SUN 1-5
Theatre Royal Dumfries is the oldest theatre in
Scotland. Originally built in 1792, it has been
a source of entertainment for the people of
Dumfries for over 200 years. Backstage tours.
Exhibition. Vintage costumes for sale.
Rehearsed readings.

Theatre Royal Dumfries
Shakespeare Street, Dumfries DG1 2JH9

SAT & SUN 10-5
This Victorian building was formerly a warehouse for
pianofortes, then cheese and hams, and is now
converted to a hub for the Dumfries Historic
Buildings Trust, a charity which aims to preserve
buildings of architectural and historical interest in the
town. Exhibitions include artwork reflecting Dumfries
and Galloway, Dumfries’ carved stone heritage, the
restoration of Rosefield Mills, and a craft activity for
children, based on buildings in the town.

Dumfries Historic Buildings Trust
22 Queen Street, Dumfries, DG1 2JF10

SAT & SUN 10-5
Simple sandstone house in which Robert
Burns, spent the last years of his life. The Burns
Mausoleum is only a short walk away. The
house retains most of its original features. Many
original artefacts and manuscripts. The building
is now a place of pilgrimage for Burns
enthusiasts from around the world.

Burns House
Burns Street, Dumfries DG1 2PS11

SUN 10-4
The National Centre for Children’s Literature
and Storytelling. Explore Peter Pan’s Enchanted
Land and adventure through the house and
garden that inspired J M Barrie to discover the
magic within. Welcoming young and old, Moat
Brae is a truly unique experience mixing books,
stories, fine architecture, and interactive
exhibitions, fascinating historical information, a
Neverland Discovery Garden, Café and Shop.

Moat Brae
101 George Street, Dumfries DG1 1EA12
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SAT & SUN 10-5
Dumfries’ watermill was rebuilt in the late 18th
century, making use of an improved weir. This
large building now houses the Robert Burns
Centre, exploring the poet’s time in Dumfries,
complete with detailed scale model of the town.

Robert Burns Centre
Mill Road, Dumfries DG2 7BE13

SAT & SUN 10-5
A treasure house of history in Dumfries and
Galloway telling the story of the land and
people of the region. The windmill tower,
converted into an observatory in 1836, houses
the world’s oldest working camera obscura.
Please note that the windmill tower and camera
obscura are accessed via a narrow spiral
staircase.

Dumfries Museum and Camera Obscura
Rotchell Road, Dumfries DG2 7SW14

SAT & SUN 10-5
This sandstone house was built in 1660 directly
onto Dumfries’ medieval bridge and was
occupied for three centuries, before becoming a
folk museum filled with quirky and nostalgic
artefacts.

Old Bridge House Museum
Mill Road, Dumfries, DG2 7BE15

SAT & SUN 10-5
Ellisland, the rural home built by National
Bard Robert Burns for his family, set in
stunning landscape beside the river Nith. It
inspired him to write some of his most famous
works, including Tam o’Shanter and Auld Lang
Syne. Information will be available on the
National Lottery Heritage Fund Resilient
Heritage Programme detailing future plans for
the site.

Ellisland Farm
Holywood Road, Auldgirth, Dumfries DG2 0RP16



SAT 10-5 SUN 1-5
A Heritors’ Gothic church with features including an
impressive pulpit and curved balcony. The church
houses the Dunscore Heritage Centre with
information about the church, village and Jane
Haining who was born in Dunscore but was killed in
Auschwitz. Saturday 2pm.Talk on Jane Haining.
Sunday 2pm. Guided walk round the village Memory
Trail including the site of the library started by Robert
Burns, the Hearse House and the Auschwitz Oak.

Dunscore Heritage Centre
Dunscore Chruch, Dunscore, Dumfries DG2 0SZ17

SAT 10-5 SUN 12-5
Joseph Thomson, a famous explorer of Africa,
was born in this cottage in 1858. Exhibitions
inside about his life and travels, while outside is
an annexe which was built as an armoury for the
Penpont Rifle Volunteers (1860-1885). In the
back garden there is still a pigsty and a privy.
Disabled WC nearby. Village tea room open
Saturday plus Church Hall Teas Sat 1-4pm.

Sundial Cottage - Penpont
Marrburn Road, Penpont DG3 4BL18

SAT & SUN 10-5
Dalbeattie Museum is in the heart of the Town
Centre and manned by enthusiastic and
knowledgeable volunteers. It is an eclectic
collection of objects and artifacts from far and
wide. A warm welcome awaits the visitor.

Dalbeattie Museum
81 High Street, Dalbeattie DG1 4BT19

SAT & SUN 10-5
Sanquhar Tolbooth was built in 1735 on the
site of its predecessor. This two-storey building
and clock tower incorporates stone from
Sanquhar Castle. Museum displays include
archaeology, and the famous Sanquhar knitting.
The ground floor has the original prison cells.

Sanquhar Tolbooth Museum
High Street, Sanquhar DG4 6BN20



SUN 10.30-5
Kirkpatrick Durham Church is rich in
Covenanting history. It has some interesting
stained glass and an historical Kirkyard, with
the graves of David Lamont founder and
planner of the Village, James Hill and Mary
McLelland, John Neilson, the covenanting
Martyr’s, mother. It is home to the Vintage
ensemble, a small orchestra with 18 musicians.

Kirkpatrick Durham Church
Church Road, DG7 3HB21

SAT 12-5
A harled, T-plan kirk, the body built around
1750 with the north aisle added in 1833 by
William McCandlish. Gordon Webster stained
glass window of 1928. Covenanter grave.
Statue in churchyard of Sir Walter Scott’s ‘Old
Mortality’.

Balmaclellan Church
Balmaclellan, Castle Douglas DG7 3QE22

SAT & SUN 10-5
An innovatively converted former primary
school in the conservation area of the historic
Royal Burgh of New Galloway at the gateway
to the Galloway Forest Park. Limited access on
Saturday. Full access on Sunday. ‘Landscapes’ by
Caroline Hone plus the permanent art
collection will be on display. Informal tours of
the building on the Sunday plus a pictorial
history of the renovation project.

CatStrandTheatre - Arts and Visitor Centre
High Street, New Galloway DG7 3RN23

SAT 10-5
A granite T-plan church with square tower at
the centre of south wall. Interior mainly
reconstructed in 1911 following original layout.
Galleries on three sides with pulpit on long
south wall. Notable gravestones, including
stones for Covenanters. Teas in Dalry Session
House on path up to Dalry Church,
approximately 3 miles north.

Kells Church
Kirk Road, New Galloway DG7 3RS24



SAT 10-5
Traditional T-shaped building of 1771,
modifications in 1831 including addition of
bell tower. Alongside are remnants of the earlier
1546 church - the Gordon aisle, the burial
place of the Gordons of Lochinvar. Covenanter
stones in churchyard. Teas in Dalry Session
House on path up to Dalry Church.

Dalry Church
Main Street, St Johns Town of Dalry DG7 3UW25

SAT & SUN 10-5
One of the earliest walled gardens constructed
in the south of Scotland and also one of the
earliest to use brick. Over 1 hectare in size, the
15ft high walls shelter over 4,000 different
plants gathered from around the globe.
More information regarding the future of the
Grade B listed gardens will be available during
the event.

Cally Gardens
Gatehouse of Fleet, DG7 2DJ26

SAT & SUN 10-5
Built in 1788 as a cotton spinning mill and
restored as a visitor centre in the 1980s. For
Doors Open Days the Mill will be hosting a
special pop-up museum drawn from local
collections and not normally available, together
with a programme of short talks and
presentations throughout both days. Full
details on the Mill website nearer the time.

Mill on the Fleet
65 High Street, Gatehouse of Fleet DG7 2HP27

SUN 10-5
The Kirkdale sawmill is driven by an overshot
waterwheel and dates from the early 1800s. It
has recently been restored. The sawmill is
situated beside the Kirkdale burn which fills the
mill pond above. The burn runs from beyond
the prehistoric standing stones at Cairn Holy to
the sea at Ravenshall near Dirk Hatterick’s cave,
which features in Sir Walter Scott’s novel “Guy
Mannering”. Guided tours.

Kirkdale Sawmill
Carsluith, Mossyard DG8 7EA28



SAT & SUN 11-4
The Museum has a large collection of old
photographs alongside period artefacts telling
the story of Creetown’s peoples and industry
across the last 200 years. A chance to get in free
to a very special, very local museum at the heart
of its community.

Creetown Heritage Museum
Creetown DG8 7JJ29

SAT & SUN 9.30-5
A unique and beautiful collection of the earth’s
treasures, including crystals, gems, minerals and
fossils. Interactive quizzes, rock activity bench,
audio visual display and gem cutting workshop.
Amazing crystal cave, Olga the cave bear fossil,
gift shop and delicious baking.

Creetown Gem Rock Museum
Chain Road, Creetown, DG8 7HJ30

SAT & SUN 2-5
Formerly St John’s Church. The items included
in the museum were, in the main, donated by
members of the area demonstrating the
community feel of the exhibition. At present
there is an exhibit in the museum showing how
the sparling fish are being reintroduced into the
local river Cree. On street parking.

Newton Stewart Museum
York Road, Newton Stewart DG8 6HH31

SAT & SUN 10-5
Be a guest of Clan Hannay for the day, tour the
tower and grounds including our 12th century
motte, see the kitchen fire in operation and
hear how life was lived on this ancient site, and
hear about our future plans for restoration.
Meet our Clan Chief. Guided tours, exhibition
and models, armour display and re-enactment
by The Douglas Retinue on both days.

Sorbie Tower - Old Place of Sorbie
1 mile E of Sorbie, Sorbie, DG8 8AG32



SAT 4-7
The Whithorn Roundhouse is a full-scale
reconstruction of an Iron Age house discovered
at Black Loch, about five miles away. It
replicates the excavated structures and materials
and the exact size of the house, which dates to
about 450BC. We will provide costumed
guided tours, bread making (on the fire) and
children’s activities (weaving and spinning, clay
thumb pot making).

TheWhithorn Roundhouse
George Street, Whithorn DG8 8NS33

SAT & SUN 10-5
Situated on the western edge of the Machers, ‘The
View’ looks out across to the Rhins of Galloway,
North to Luce Bay and South to the Isle of Man.
The harbour area has undergone extensive re-
vitalisation, with the new boat house/café, the
bronze ‘man gazing out to sea’ and camp site. The
community of Port William have been very ‘pro-
active’ in helping this to happen and continue to
hold events to support the inshore rescue service.

Port William Inshore Rescue
The Harbour, Port William DG8 9QF34

SUN 11-5
Visit our iconic 189 year old Lighthouse and see the Isle
of Man, Mountains of Mourne, Belfast, Lake District
and across Luce Bay to the Machars of Scotland. The
newly restored engines operate the only operational
foghorn on mainland Scotland. Lighthouse &
Exhibition guides; display/talk about the engines
followed by switch on to operate the Foghorn – this can
be viewed from the balcony behind the Exhibition at
1pm. RSPB staff will also be on the Reserve.

Mull of Galloway Lighthouse & Exhibition
Drummore, Stranraer DG9 9HP35

Welcome everyone. We hope you
have a really lovely weekend.

Fàilte oirbh uile. Tha sinn an
dòchas gum bi deireadh-
seachdain taghta agaibh.

Mind the Gap
is delighted to support
Doors Open Days

Dumfries and Galloway



Doors Open Days is Scotland’s largest free festival that
celebrates heritage and the built environment. It offers free

access to over a thousand venues across the country
throughout September, every year.

The aim of Doors Open Days is to ensure that Scotland’s built heritage, new
and old, is made accessible to people living and visiting the country on

weekends in September.

It is coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust and is part of European
Heritage Days alongside Scottish Archaeology Month, coordinated by

Archaeology Scotland. Both are supported by Historic Environment Scotland.

Area coordinators create and manage local programmes and work for a
variety of local authorities, civic trusts and heritage organisations.

In Dumfries and Galloway Doors Open Days are coordinated by the
Dumfries and Galloway Museums and Heritage Network.

dgmuseumsnetwork.org.uk

Doors Open Days in D&G is grateful for the financial support from
Mind the Gap Research and Training, Creetown www.mind-the-gap.net


